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Good Afternoon, members of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Livingston, honored guests, faculty,

staff, graduates, parents, and friendam honored to be speakitafday.

101l begin by describirthe Qyjlazed doughnudThis isa phenomenon IOm willing to llebse of
you in the College of Arts are well acquainted wihnd it is the reaction from people when you
tell them about your majoAllow me to demonstrateOHi I'm Haley I'm studyingtiEologywith

a minor in Peace Studi€¥ his is what follows: saigersonlooks at youwith his or hemouths
slightly ajar, headilted to the side anceplieswith something along the lines,d® that's nic®

as theireyes kindof glaze oveK hence the termLook familiar?

| have to saydespitereceivingthat lookatleast a couple hundred times in the last four years
I've remainectonfidentin my ability to mé&e a career out of my passiohgiot into Theology,
for a few reasons: the first being | realized very early on that the STEM patloifas me.l
canexpertly recite the mitochondria is the powerhouse of a cell but thatus thieoextent of my

knowledge. Second,dhose to study theolodyecause | love



IOm goingo take a



Another joyful experience of community unfolded when | found mysethe beautiful country
of New Zealandast July.There,| attended an international Lasallian womenOs symposium. It
was my first time traveling out of the country on my owhich wasbothinvigorating and
empowering. | spent time with women from around the globe who were unapologetically
themselves. They took pride in their culture, their Lasallian rootsheendunique individuality
They taught me that wehould never bashamed of who we are, and thatakgays have one

another to rely on.



Community is simply authentic human connection. And this is what | want adlto remember

as we leave here todayWe are not in this alone.

We become better pilots, lawyers, doctors, scientists, artists, teachers, social workers, writers,
engineersEwe become better employees and better humans when we are able to pakse and
the time tounderstand thpopulationsve are working withCompas®n andacceptancare the
powerful method$y which we can all positively contribute to the world. | sincerely believe that
those of us who have made the sacrifices to obtain a higheriedyutave done so because we
couldrOt just sit idly by while therare people in the world who neaar help.! think it is our
responsibility to continue to educate ourselves every daybesehen we love what we dwre
passionate about our careers and go above and beyond to make other peoplesO |wes better

makethis world a better place.

We area generation whtakes pride in having our voices heard, we stand up for those who donOt
always have the ability to spetik themselvesand we strive to make our world a more peaceful
place to livelt is our duty as Lsallians, regardless of our faithut also in light of our

spiritualties to continue to serve the greater good and our world commur@tiestay in touch.

Thank your familieand friendsThank the professors who made a difference, who saw your
potental and nurtured it. Thank the people who lifted you up in your darkest times and told you

that you are worth something. Because you are. We all are.

Thank you and congratulation$aSs of 2018.



